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Zion’s Mission Statement
As a body of believers, created by God, redeemed by
Christ, empowered by the Spirit, we are called to bear
witness to God’s love.
Congregation of the Montana Synod, E.L.C.A.
Glendive, MT 59330
Website www.zionlutheran.us
406-377-3369



WORSHIP LEADERS 
Sermon & Liturgy: Interim Pastor Linda Rose
Reader: Mallory Robinson
Usher: Kyle & Mallory Robinson
Deacon: Paul Shearer
Sound System: 
Acolytes: 
Chancel Guild: Marlene T
Musicians: Mary Svenvold / Marla McCormick 
**********************************
Next Sunday, August 2, 2026
Isaiah 55:1-5
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21
*********************************



Interim Pastor Linda Rose is available half time. Her office hours are Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-noon. Pastor Linda’s office phone is 406-377-3369 option #2, and personal phone is 406-672-2142. Please don’t hesitate to call.



Service and Hymns printed in this bulletin are covered by Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress Press OneLicense.net #A-713649



Church office hours are Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-noon. Church office e-mail is churchlady@zionlutheran.us
*Indicates Congregation Stands
Introduction:
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!
Announcements: 
*Confession and Forgiveness:
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.
*Gathering Hymn: ELW Hymn #733 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
*Apostolic Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 Pew Bible on page 310 in the Old Testament
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!
Psalm 119:129-136
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. (Ps. 119:130)
 129 Your decrees are wonderful;
  therefore I obey them with all my heart.
 130 When your word is opened it gives light;
  it gives understanding to the simple.
 131 I open my mouth and pant
  because I long for your commandments.
 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
  as you always do to those who love your name.
 133 Order my footsteps in your word;
  let no iniquity have dominion over me.
 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me,
  and I will keep your commandments.
 135 Let your face shine upon your servant
  and teach me your statutes.
 136 My eyes shed streams of tears,
  because people do not keep your teaching. 
Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 Pew Bible page 150 in the New Testament
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
*Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
The Holy Gospel is from Matthew, the 13th chapter beginning with the 31st verse. 
Glory to you, O Lord.
*Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Pew Bible page 14 in the New Testament
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives.
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Message: Interim Pastor Linda Rose
*Hymn of the Day: ELW Hymn #793 Be Thou My Vision
*Apostles Creed: page 105 in the front of the ELW
*Prayers of Intercession: Our response to God of Grace, Hear our prayer.
*Sharing the Peace: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Share the peace as you feel comfortable.
Offering Hymn: ELW Hymn #532 Gather Us In
Offering Prayer:
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving:
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Preface:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*Holy, Holy, Holy: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
*Words of Institution:
*The Lord’s Prayer: Page 208 in the front of the ELW 
*Invitation to Communion: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Communion Hymn: 	ELW Hymn #518 We Eat the Bread of Teaching
			   	ELW Hymn #635 We Walk By Faith
*Communion Blessing:
*Prayer after Communion:
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
*Blessing:
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen.
*Sending Hymn: ELW Hymn #705 God of Grace and God of Glory
*Dismissal:
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.






































Portions of this bulletin were printed from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
We encourage you to sign the pew sheets when they are passed to you.  The black folder is on the inside aisle. We use them for our record of communion, and numbers are reported the Synod office. They also alert us to visitors and new people attending, and you may use them to leave a message to the pastor. 
Prayers of the People Colossians 4:2
“Continue earnestly in prayer being vigilant in it with Thanksgiving”
Prayers of Peace for Our Nation
ANNOUNCEMENTS
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Food Bank: There is always a need of nonperishable food such as peanut butter, cereals, mac and cheese, boxed mixes, canned fruit, veggies and soup. Also, sugar and flour. You can drop your donations directly at the Food Bank or into the shopping cart in the Narthex.
Makoshika Worship: Our summer worship in Makoshika is at 8:00 a.m., check the sign on the side of the church, green for the park, red for the chapel.
Lutheran World Relief Kits: ZLCW is continuing to gather items for the Lutheran World Relief Kits which will be assembled in October for shipment.  Please consider donating dark hand towels and regular size Ivory soap bars in the blue laundry basket in the narthex.  Many thanks for your generosity!
Bible Camp Scholarships: Zion Council has scholarships available for youth that plan to attend Bible camp this year. Contact Megan Kubesh for more information.
Live Streaming: Remember we have the live streaming of the Sunday 10 am service when you are out of town with vacation, sports, or other events. Please check it out.
Prayer Chain: Contact the church office at 406 377-3369 and leave a message or email churchlady@zionlutheran.us for prayer requests.
Up Coming Events:		Office Closed July 28
					Church Council August 12
					
					
					













Sunday July 26, 2026
8:00 a.m.			Worship in Makoshika
10:00 a.m.			Worship
6:00 p.m. 			Scouts
Monday July 27, 2026
5:00 p.m.			Loaves & Fishes-Dan S & Sharon B
6:00 p.m.			Scouts
                      Tuesday July 28, 2026
Office will be closed
	           Wednesday July 29, 2026
10:00 a.m.			Prayer Circle
		Thursday July 30, 2026
6:30 a.m.			Men’s Bible Study-YRI
5:00 p.m.			Worship
Friday July 31, 2026
	
Saturday August 1, 2026 
[bookmark: _GoBack]10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.	Furniture Room-Karen & Connie
Sunday August 2, 2026
8:00 a.m.			Worship in Makoshika
10:00 a.m.			Worship
			6:00 p.m.			Scouts
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