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Zion’s Mission Statement
As a body of believers, created by God, redeemed by
Christ, empowered by the Spirit, we are called to bear
witness to God’s love.
Congregation of the Montana Synod, E.L.C.A.
Glendive, MT 59330
Website www.zionlutheran.us
406-377-3369



WORSHIP LEADERS 
Sermon & Liturgy: Interim Pastor Linda Rose
Reader: Bob & Kristie Stanhope
Usher: Bob & Kristie Stanhope
Deacon: Paul Shearer
Sound System: Sheila Kennedy
Acolytes: Zane Gibbs & Konnor Kubesh
Chancel Guild: Marlene T
Musicians: Mary Svenvold / Marla McCormick 
**********************************
Next Sunday, September 20, 2026
Jonah 3:10-4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16
*********************************



Interim Pastor Linda Rose is available half time. Her office hours are Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-noon. Pastor Linda’s office phone is 406-377-3369 option #2, and personal phone is 406-672-2142. Please don’t hesitate to call. Her email is lindarose13@yahoo.com.



Service and Hymns printed in this bulletin are covered by Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress Press OneLicense.net #A-713649



Church office hours are Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-noon. Church office e-mail is churchlady@zionlutheran.us
*Indicates Congregation Stands
Introduction:
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.
Announcements: 
*Confession and Forgiveness:
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.
*Gathering Hymn: ELW Hymn #712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
*Apostolic Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day:
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 Pew Bible on page 49 in the Old Testament
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!
Psalm 103:8-13
LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)
  8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
 9 you will not always accuse us,
  nor will you keep your anger forever.
 10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
 12 As far as the east is from the west,
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
 13 As a father has compassion for his children,
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 Pew Bible page 155 in the New Testament
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written,
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable.
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!
*Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
The Holy Gospel is from Matthew, the 18th chapter beginning with the 21st verse. 
Glory to you, O Lord.
*Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 Pew Bible page 19 in the New Testament
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Message: Interim Pastor Linda Rose
*Hymn of the Day: ELW Hymn #599 Lord Jesus, Think on Me
*Apostles Creed: page 105 in the front of the ELW
*Prayers of Intercession: Our response to Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
*Sharing the Peace: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Share the peace as you feel comfortable.
Offering Hymn: ELW Hymn #605 Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive
Offering Prayer:
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving:
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Preface:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*Holy, Holy, Holy: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
*Words of Institution:
*The Lord’s Prayer: Page 208 in the front of the ELW 
*Invitation to Communion: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
Communion Hymn: 	ELW Hymn #801 Change My Heart, O God
*Communion Blessing:
*Prayer after Communion:
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.


*Blessing:
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.
*Sending Hymn: ELW Hymn #543 Go, My Children, with My Blessing
*Dismissal:
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.


























Portions of this bulletin were printed from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
We encourage you to sign the pew sheets when they are passed to you.  The black folder is on the inside aisle. We use them for our record of communion, and numbers are reported the Synod office. They also alert us to visitors and new people attending, and you may use them to leave a message to the pastor. 
Prayers of the People Colossians 4:2
“Continue earnestly in prayer being vigilant in it with Thanksgiving”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayers of Peace for Our Nation
ANNOUNCEMENTS
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Food Bank: There is always a need of nonperishable food such as peanut butter, cereals, mac and cheese, boxed mixes, canned fruit, veggies and soup. Also, sugar and flour. You can drop your donations directly at the Food Bank or into the shopping cart in the Narthex.
Sunday School: Our first day of Sunday School was today at 9:00 a.m.
God’s Work, Our Hands: Zion’s Sunday School and worship committee will be sponsoring a Taco Bar with a freewill offering beginning after church today. The congregation is encouraged to attend.
Quilting: Quilting will resume September 14 at 9:00 a.m.
Choir: Choir begins on September 20 at 9:15 a.m.
September Bible Study: Pastor Avis Anderson continues leading a Bible Study on 1st and 2nd Corinthians on Tuesdays, September 8, 15, 22, 29, at 1 pm.
Women’s Retreat: Kindred Sisters Women’s retreat is September 26 from 10 a.m. till noon. RSVP to Pastor Linda. Bring a salad to share for lunch.
Live Streaming: Remember we have the live streaming of the Sunday 10 am service when you are out of town with vacation, sports, or other events. Please check it out.
Prayer Chain: Contact the church office at 406 377-3369 and leave a message or email churchlady@zionlutheran.us for prayer requests.
Up Coming Events:		Sunday School September 20
					Choir begins September 20
					Quilting begins September 14
					Women’s Retreat September 26
					Church Council October 8










Sunday September 13, 2026-Janet Out of Office for the Week
9:00 a.m.			First Day of Sunday School
10:00 a.m.			Worship
11:00 a.m.			Taco Bar with free will offering
6:00 p.m. 			Scouts
Monday September 14, 2026
9:00 a.m.			Quilting
10:00 a.m.			Text Study
5:00 p.m.			Loaves & Fishes-Dan S & Sharon B
6:00 p.m.			Scouts
                      Tuesday September 15, 2026
1:00 p.m.			Bible Study with retired Pastor Avis
1:30 p.m.			Memorial Committee
	           Wednesday September 16, 2026
10:00 a.m.			Prayer Circle
2:00 p.m.			Chancel Guild
6:30 p.m.			Youth Group
		Thursday September 17, 2026
6:30 a.m.			Men’s Bible Study-YRI
5:00 p.m.			Worship
Friday September 18, 2026
	
Saturday September 19, 2026 
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.	Furniture Room-Karen & Jo
Sunday September 20, 2026
9:00 a.m.			Sunday School
9:00 a.m.			Choir Practice
10:00 a.m.			Worship
			6:00 p.m.			Scouts
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